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I have personally experienced how much better life can be when 1t is grounded :

in oneness. In my early years, I came into some money from the books and articles I
- had authored. Using this money, I purchased a fairly nice house, thinking that it would -
“ give me a place to concentrate on my writing. True, the house was comfortable, but I -
- wanted to extend comfort to all people, so I ended up selling it and using the proceeds -
- to start Fo Guang Shan. Now, when I hear the voices of young students reciting their
- lessons at the schools of Fo Guang Shan or when I see devotees coming to pay their -
“respects to the Buddha, I feel immense joy. Even though I personally do not possess
. anything, the gift of seeing how Fo Guang Shan has blossomed is many times greater -
than the comfort of living in a nice house. When we look at this world through the -
“eyes of the community, we will never lack affinity with others. “
 Huineng (who later became the Sixth Patriarch of the Chan School) speaks of oneness
well in his first encounter with the Fifth Patriarch of the Chan School. Huineng was a .
.woodcutter before he joined the monastics. When Huineng first met the Fifth -
Patriarch, he told the Patriarch that he had traveled a long way to learn the Buddha's -
- teachings. The Patriarch asked him, "Where do you come from?" g

"I come from Lingnan," answered Huineng. The Fifth Patriarch wanted to test him -

further, "Lingnan is a place of barbarians and uncivilized people. Surely they do not -
- have Buddha-nature." '
- To which Huineng replied, "People can be classified as northerners or southemers, but -
- everyone shares the same Buddha-nature."
When we go beyond our external differences, we will realize they are but -
* temporary shrouds that cover our true nature. We will know that we are all the same
- and have the same Buddha-nature. In this way, the perceived distance between people -
is decreased and the chasm is crossed. When we remember that we are all of the same -

" nature, then we will see there is no reason why we cannot live together in harmony. !
-Living Affinity, Hsing Yun, pp22-23 -
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