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University of the West (UWest) is a private, nonprofi t, non-sectarian, co-educational university 
offering degree and non-degree programs consistent with the educational mission of California higher 
education degree granting institutions. It has been accredited by the Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges (WASC). Organized under the Nonprofi t Public Benefi t Corporation Law of the State of 
California, UWest is not conducted for the private gain of any individual or institution.

The mission of the University is to educate students in a context informed by Buddhist wisdom and 
values and to facilitate cultural understanding and appreciation between the East and West.

A highly qualifi ed faculty and a supportive and attractive learning environment are provided so that 
students can master a body of knowledge; acquire analytical, problem-solving, creative and learning 
skills; cultivate moral and cultural discernment and develop personal and social responsibility.

UWest was founded in 1991 by Venerable Master Hsing Yun. It is a pioneering effort among Chinese 
and American Buddhists to establish a Buddhist-affi liated university dedicated to transforming students’ 
lives and providing a quality education based on American standards and traditions and fostering mutual 
recognition and respect among diverse spiritual traditions and cultures.  The University is located on 
an attractive and peaceful campus with seven spacious buildings that have been fully remodeled to 
accommodate the needs of the University, the students, and the wider community that it serves.

The University offers programs of study at Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Ph. D. levels, including majors 
in Business Administration, Religious Studies, Psychology, English Literary Studies, and Chinese 
Language and Literature. The University also offers courses in General Education, Academic 
English and English as a Second Language (ESL). 
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