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Human Beings are Social animals; we cannot live apart from community. As$
> Buddhists, we are told to seek the Dharma among the people, for the Dharma does not g
< exist in some other world or faraway place; the Dharma is here among us, embodied in s
2 each and every being. Thus, Buddhists understand what many other people from other
. religious traditions also know: that the cornerstone of happy living is to develop good §
relatlonshlps and nurture positive affinity with others. When we understand that <
2 *'human society is nothing other than a web of human relationships, we will understand §
just how crucial our relationships are. Each link in the web, or each person in a /'
commumty, affects the whole. Relationships create a particular atmosphere within a S
> community and determine whether the community-be it a neighborhood, a place of
rehglous gathering, a family, or a different form of community-invites mutual benefit :
and harmony or leaves its members in a state of isolation and conflict. Once we see »
° how the repercussions of even one relationship can impact an entire community, we >
will learn to treasure each relationship and invest our most sincere and open efforts in g
> creating relationships that are healthy and beneficial. Wholesome actions are the seeds ;
2 of good relationships, while unwholesome actions breed problems in our relationships ¢
¢ with others. It is important for us to remember that we all have a key role to play in f
mamtalmng the health and well-being of this interlocking web.
-Living Affinity, Hsing Yun, pp1-2* *
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*All quotations in this Volume are from Venerable Grand Master Hsing Yun’s Living Affinity,
published by Lantern Books, New York, 2004.



